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It continued on shore—the wildly waving and cheering throng,
the frock-coated and uniformed committee o£ welcome, the
triumphal procession through the city's streets, the state reception,
and all crowned by the dinner at the castle given us by their
majesties themselves. It was an intoxicating draught for one who
had never known celebrity or the feeling of being treated as an
important personage. It created an appetite that could never be
once and for all appeased.
One or two things to add occur to me. In scientific results the
expedition, though it failed of its original objective, had been well
worth while. We made important observations of climatic and
meteorological conditions near the North Pole, measured the depth
of the ocean there, studied the drift of ice. We found out that
summer flying conditions are favourable at the Pole, so long as
an aeroplane does not land. More important still, our two routes had
cut from the white zone a segment of 120,000 square miles. After
our flight, geographers could say positively that on the European
side of the North Polar Sea there is no land.
Amundsen's luck in the polar regions was proverbial. It was luck
that saved him from the uncharted reef during his north-west
passage, luck that gave him good weather at the South Pole in
December, whereas in January, ordinarily a better month, the
blizzards overwhelmed Scott and his party. And this same luck
held during our polar flight. Consider these circumstances:
The engine of the N 25 cut out and forced a landing when we
were over the first open water we had seen in the polar pack.
The two planes, landing three miles apart, drifted together,
enabling us to salvage the petrol of the N 24.
Our fuel lasted just to the shore of Spitsbergen; we could not
have flown or taxied another mile.
Finally, the presence of a sealing vessel, right where we came
to shore, saved us a hard and possibly disastrous trip, since between
North Cape and Kings Bay there are nothing but impassable
glaciers.
Is it any wonder that men who go into dangerous and desolate
regions are prone to develop a blind faith in Providence and to
find mystic meaning in coincidences and similarities that others
might pass unnoticed?

